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British ships sunk, but not their tonnage, and not the total losses
of British, Allied, and neutral tonnage.]
It is expressing it mildly to say that I was surprised by this
disclosure. I was fairly astounded ; for I had never imagined
anything so terrible. I expressed my consternation to Admiral
Jellicoe.
"Yes," he said, as quietly as though he were discussing the
weather and not the future of the British Empire, "it is impossible
for us to go on with the War if losses like this continue."
"What are you doing about it ?" I asked.
"Everything that we can. We are increasing our anti-
submarine forces in every possible way. We are using every
possible craft we can find with which to fight submarines. We
are building destroyers, trawlers, and other light craft as fast
as we can. But the situation is very serious and we shall need all
the assistance we can get."
"It looks as though the Germans were winning the War,"
I remarked.
"They will win unless we can stop these losses—and stop
them soon," the Admiral replied.
"Is there no solution for the problem ?" I asked.
"Absolutely none that we can see now," Jellicoe announced.
He described the work of destroyers and other anti-submarine
craft, but he showed no confidence that they would be able to
control the depredations of the U-boats.
The newspapers for several months had been publishing
stories that submarines in large numbers were being sunk ;
and these stories I now found to be untrue. The Admiralty records
showed that only fifty-four German submarines were positively
known to have been sunk since the beginning of the War;
the German shipyards, I was now informed, were turning out
new submarines at the rate of three a week. The newspapers
had also published accounts of the voluntary surrender of
German U-boats ; but not one such surrender, Admiral Jellicoe
said, had ever taken place ; the stories had been circulated
merely for the purpose of depreciating enemy moral.
I even found that members of the Government, all of whom
should have been better informed, and also British naval officers,
believed that many captured German submarines had been
carefully stowed away at the Portsmouth and Plymouth Navy
Yards. Yet the disconcerting facts which faced the Allies were
that the supplies and communications of the forces on all the
fronts were threatened : that German submarines were con-
stantly extending their operations farther and farther out into
the Atlantic ; that German raiders were escaping into the open
sea ; that three years' constant operations had seriously threatened

